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WCBLD  SHEEP  NUMBERS  1955  AND  ESTIMATES  FOR  1956 


WORLD  SHEEP  NUMBERS 


MIL.  HEAD 


1936-40  AV.  1946-50  AV.    1954     1955  1956 


FAS-  NEG-  851 


World  sheep  nurabers  in  1956  were  considerably  larger  than  in  either 
prewar  or  the  iinraedLate  postwar  period.    Increased  occurred  in  all  of  the 
principal  sheep  producing  areas  of  the  world  except  in  Canada  and  the 
United  States.    In  the  United  States  nurabers  appear  to  have  stabilized  at 
about  Uo  percent  of  the  prewar  level. 


-  2  - 


WorlJ  sheep  numbers  continued  to  increase  in  1955  for  the  njjith  con- 
secutire  year.    The  total  of  910  million  head  is  2  percent  larger  than  a 
year  earlier,  22  percent  above  prewar,  arai  26  percent  above  the  19h6-50 
average.    Numbers  increased  in  all  major  area?  o^f  the  world  during  1955 , 
except  in  North  America* 

Sheep  numbers  are  at  particularly  high  levels  in  South  America  and 
Africa,    Numbers  in  Oceania  and  Asia  are  considerably  above  prewar.  They 
are  only  slightly  above  prewar  in  Europe,  but  in  North  America  are  35 
percent  below  prewar  and  9  percent  under  the  19h6-50  average, 

Ck*eatly  increased  wool  prices  resulting  from  the  outbreak  of  the 
Korean  conflict  in  1950  gave  a  strong  stimulus  to  the  expansion  of  sheep 
numbers  over  much  of  the  world,    Althou^  wool  prices  have  declined  sub- 
stantially from  their  peaks  reached  during  the  war,  they  appear  to  be 
attractive  enough  to  encourage  continued  large  production  in  South 
America,    New  Zealand,  and  Australia, 

In  most  areas  of  Africa  numbers  have  continued  to  increase,  due  to 
greater  need  for  meat  because  of  increased  living  standards.  The 
increase  also  has  been  due  in  part  to  relatively  good  returns  from  sales 
of  wool,  improved  husbandry  practices,  and  agricultural  development.  In 
the  Union  of  South  Africa  the  increases  in  sheep  numbers  have  been  held 
down  by  competition  from  other  enterprises.    Sheep  have  tended  to  be 
pushed  from  the  areas  where  irrigation  has  been  developed  by  more  inten- 
sive types  of  agriculture.    As  a  consequence,  sheep  numbers  in  the  Union 
have  barely  reached  their  prewar  average  although  they  have  increased 
steadily  in  recent  years. 


Sheep  I        Estimated  World  Total,  by  Continent  or  Area, 

Averages  1936-UO  and  19l|6-50,  annual  1955  and  1956 


Continent 
or  Area 


Average  Increase  (+)  or 

1936-UO    19h6-50  1955  1/     1956  1/  Decrease 

      1956  1956 

Thousands  Thousands  Thousands  Thousands  Percent 


North  America 
Europe 
U,S,S,k.  2/ 

Asia 

South  America 

Africa 

Oceania 


59,700 
121,000 

66,000 
156,700 
100,900 

99,700 
lMi,000 


142,800 
103,600 

67,700 
156,000 
116,900 

98,ijOO 
136,300 


39,1400 

39,000 

-  35 

121,200 

122,500 

+  1 

1214,900 
182,1400 

18U,tO0 

+  18 

129,1*00 

130,000 

+  29 

126,300 

128,500 

+  29 

170,000 

177,000 

+  23 

Percent 

-  1 
+  1 

+  1 

+  2 


Total        7148,000     721,700     893,600       909,600      +  22  +2 


1/  Preliminary 

2/    I936-I4O  and  I9I46-50  averages  are  on  a  Jan.  1  basis  while  1955  is  on 
an  Oct,  1  basis. 
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Apparently  sheep  numbers  in  China  have  made  a  substantial  increase 
since  the  end  of  World  War  II  in  19li5e    Numbers  have  also  continued  up- 
ward in  the  Soviet  Union  although  recent  estimates  are  for  October, 
whereas  they  formerly  were  for  January,    It  is  believed  that  numbers  in 
Eastern  Europe  are  continuing  upward  at  a  fairly  good  rate,  but  in 
Western  Europe  there  has  been  little  change  during  the  past  two  years. 

Sheep  numbers  in  North  America  have  changed  little  since  1951. 
Numbers  in  Canada  have  increased  slightly  after  reaching  a  low  point  in 
1952,  but  are  less  than  half  their  prewar  level.    In  the  United'  States 
the  number  is  also  slightly  greater  than  the  all  time  low  reached  in 
19^0  but  ho  percent  below  prewar.    In  Mexico  and  in  Central  -^erica.  as 
a  whole,  num.bers  have  increased  generally  in  recent  years. 

Sheep  numbers  continued  to  increase  in  the  United  Kingdom  during 
1955,  and  it  is  expected  that  this  upward  trend  will  continue.  Sheep 
producers  have  received  much  incentive  to  increase  numbers  throu^ 
special  production  subsidies  and  price  supports.    Numbers  continued  to 
increase  in  fVance  and  in  Greece,    Apparently  numbers  are  declining  in 
Italy, 

Sheep  numbers  apparently  have  increased  materially  in  recent  years 
in  Eastern  Europe  and  the  total  now  is  considerably  above  prewar. 
Bulgaria  and  Rumania  are  the  largest  sheep  producers  in  the  region  and 
Poland  is  the  third  largest  producer. 

Numbers  are  continuing  to  increase  in  Asia  also.    Numbers  in  Iran 
and  Turkey  appear  to  be  increasing  and  are  at  hi^  levels.    Numbers  in 
India  and  Pakistan  probably  have  been  well  maintained  or  may  have  in- 
creased in  recent  years. 

Numbers  in  South  America  have  continued  to  increase  with  divergent 
trends  for  different  countries.    Competition  from  grain  fanning  arei  cattle 
production  in  most  sections  has  tended  to  hold  down  sheep  production. 
Also,  high  prices  for  slaughter  sheep  may  have  induced  marketings  at  the 
expense  of  future  production,    Chile  has  had  difficulty  in  importing 
enou^  feeder  sheep  from  Argentina  and  has  had  little  surplus  mutton  for 
export,    'I'here  are  widespread  losses  of  sheep  in  Peru  because  of  drou^t 
and  the  lamb  crop  has  been  sharply  reduced.    On  the  other  hand,  numbers 
in  Bolivia,  Brazil  and  Uruguay  have  increased  rapidly  in  recent  years. 

Generally  sheep  numbers  in  Africa  have  been  increasing,  but  in  the 
principal  producing  country  (The  Union  of  South  Africa)  the  gains  have 
been  moderate. 

In  Australia,  the  world's  largest  producer  of  sheep,  numbers  have 
established  a  new  record  high  of  around  137  million  head.    This  increase 
has  been  the  result  of  relatively  favorable  grazing  conditions  in  recent 
years,  high  returns  from  sheep  ^nd  wool  and  low  cost  production.  Mass 
eradication  of  rabbits  with  myxomytosis  has  made  it  possible  to  graze 
millions  of  additional  sheep. 
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Returns  from  mutton,  lamb,  and  wool  in  New  Zealand  have  been  large 
enou^  to  encourage  an  expansion  in  sheep  production.    Numbers  have  now 
reach  a  new  high  record  of  around  hO  million  head.    Improved  pastures 
and  pasture  management  have  made  it  possible  to  maintain  record  sheep 
numbers  despite  a  record  number  of  cattle. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agri- 
rultural  production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    It  is  based  upon 
reports  of  Agricultural  Attaches  and  other  U.  S,  representatives  abroad, 

A  summary  of  this  information  was  published  in  the  April  23,  1956  issue 
of  R>reign  Crops  and  Markets, 


